in Tianjin, China. Tianjin is a financial and commercial center in Northern China. At this dynamic city with a long and splendid history, CISP'09 turned out to be a big success. The conference attracted a total of 2,030 submissions from over 30 countries and regions. After rigorous reviews, 1,092 highquality papers were accepted and included in the CISP'09 proceedings. Then, the program committee of the conference identified about 30 best papers for this special issue, all of which are related to multimedia research. The authors of the selected papers were asked to submit substantially expanded versions of their conference papers to the special issue. After a standard review of the expanded papers, 17 of them were accepted and included in this special issue. These papers cover a wide range of topics related to multimedia tools and applications. They should represent the state of the art research in the multimedia area, as evidenced by their brief description below. Acknowledgements We thank Tianjin University of Technology for its sponsorship and logistics support of the conference. We also thank reviewers of submitted papers for their assistance in paper evaluation. We are grateful for the support and encouragement from Borko Furht, Editor in Chief of this journal. Last but not least, we thank all authors for their contribution. We trust that this special issue will provide a useful and in-depth resource for people who are interested in multimedia research.
• S.P. Sun, Y.J. Chou, and Y.H . Chiu propose a multimedia 3D clinical planning system that simulates internal fixation surgeries for calcaneal collapse, by using full-scale computer-assisted engineering techniques in the design and development of preoperative planning modules.
• S. He, C. Xing, and P. Zhao suggest a frame interpolation algorithm for applications of low-bit-rate video coding.
• R. Liu, X. Zhou, N. Wang, and M. Zhang 
